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Good Messengers Ministries Basic Evangelism Class

Lesson #6 Answering the Top Ten Questions

ON THE BOARD (if marker board is present)

THREE ELEMENTS OF TRUE SAVING FAITH


1)


2)


3)

BRING IN SOME APOLOGETICAL MATERIALS 

(Bibles, Fossels, Books, etc…Doug does not loan these items out)

OPEN IN PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Any other related announcements (varies per class)

REFLECTION TIME


Key Moto – Law to the ___, Grace to the ___.


#1 Zeal Comp. For Lost / Hell is Real


#2 Importance of using the law in evangelism
10 Commandments Test  


    Gethsemane Experience (laid down our will for God’s)


#3 Overcoming Fears (look at Paul’s fears) / Ice-Breakers / Conscience


#4 Practice what you preached / What is and isn’t evangelism


#5 WDJD / CCRAFT / Repentance

#6 Tonight we are going to learn about Faith Being Born Again, and then we will answer some of the top 10 most commonly asked questions in evangelism.

Guest Speaker (if present) 
Homework Review


Q. How was your sweaty palms “Real world” application “last week?”


     Did you have personal contact with someone?


     Did you hand someone a tract? 

   
     Did you begin to share your faith or apply WDJD or CCRAFT?

Deeper Study (How many did “Deeper Study”)


    Comments


    Comments on Repentance

WAKE UP CALL Truth Video
Second Half of the Wheel




Teaching Lesson - What is Saving Faith?

Web. dict. says, Faith is a firm belief in something for which there is 

NO PROOF.


The Bible says, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

(Heb. 11:1 [ whole chap talks of faith])

If you read on in Hebrew you will learn that it was by faith that Noah built the Ark. It was by faith that Abraham left his home and moved to another land. It was by faith that Sarah had a child, even though she was old and barren. It was by faith that Moses challenged the Pharaoh and led his people to the promised land.


Q. So just what is saving faith?


Charlotte Elliot penned stanza (nineteenth century)

“Just as I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee, O lamb of God, I come! I come!”



Today’s Culture teaches that …




Sinners may come to Christ JUST AS THEY ARE—



Multitudes approach Christ on those terms.



Many people don’t think He will confront their sin…and they respond 

to that message eagerly….GOD IS LOVE!

But with no sense of the severity of their guilt before God and with no desire to be freed from sin’s bondage. They have been deceived by a corrupted Gospel.

They have been told that Faith alone will save them, but they neither understand nor posses real faith.

The “faith” they are relying on is only intellectual.

Now don’t get me wrong part of saving faith is understanding and accepting the facts of the Gospel.

But NOT all faith is redemptive.

James 2:14-26 says, 

14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

18But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23and the Scripture was fulfilled that says,  "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness"—and he was called a friend of God. 24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.”
Faith without works is no different that the faith the demons have (vs19) and they believe!

In today’s Christianity the idea of Faith is relegated to a momentary act that takes place in the mind, a decision to believe the facts of the Gospel.

It is nothing more that a response to God’s initiative.

Here lies the problem with today’s popular approach to evangelism…


The modern definition of Faith Eliminates 

 


    Repentance and being born again!

It has become EASY-BELIEVISM, based totally on human works, and makes “trusting” and “obeying” the Lord optional. 


(song trust and obey)

We have seen in the last lesson that Repentance is given by God; it is not a human work.

Acts 11:18 

“When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, "Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life."
2 Tim 2:25

“correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth,

Lets Look at Three Elements of Saving Faith

1) Likewise, FAITH is a Supernatural Gift of God.

Eph. 2:8-9


“By grace you have been saved through faith; and not of yourselves, it is a gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.”

The gift of God is the “Saving energy of Faith.”

Faith is an integral part of the ‘Gift’ His grace bestowed on us.

The Bible teaches that Faith is NOT created by the human will but a sovereignly  granted gift of God.

Jesus said, “No one can come to Me, unless the father who sent Me draws him.” – John 6:44
John 6:65

 “No one can come to Me, unless it has been granted him from the Father.

Philippians 1:29 

 “For it has been granted to you for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in Him but also suffer for His sake,”

God draws the sinner to Christ and gives him the ability to believe.

Without that Divinely generated Faith, one can not understand and approach the Savior.

1 Corn. 2:14

“The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.”

2) True Faith Surrenders to Christ’s Authority

Jesus isn’t our friend (first and foremost) He is our Lord and Savior 

      (tract- Jesus isn’t our homeboy | facebook)

One of the most mis-translated words in the Bible is the 

Greek word “Doulos”  = which speaks of a slave.

The word slave was removed from many translations and replaced with the word “servant.” 

Servant doesn’t offer the same representation of the word  that “slave” does. Let me explain….


Matthew 6:24 (NIV)

"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”

This verse is the most prevalent mis-use of this word “Doulos” because in almost every version you will find the word servant instead of slave.

You will see in this verse that the word “slave” is much stronger and would make more sense.

What you find in most versions is …”no one can serve two masters.”

An employee with two jobs for instance can “serve” two masters.

But “slavery” – not merely service is what the word “Doulos” speaks of.

Here is the important difference. A “servant” gives service to someone. 

But a “slave” belongs to someone.

1 Corn. 6: 19-20

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”


 We were purchased for God with the precious blood of Christ



Rev. 5:9

“And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.”

The person who has believed (or put his/her faith in) will yearn to obey. We do understand because we are still sinners…that we don’t obey perfectly.

But the desire to do the will of God will be ever present in a true believer.

Clearly, the Biblical concept of Faith is inseparable from obedience and repentance. 

John 3:36

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."

As the Reformers were fond of saying, “We are justified by Faith alone, but justifying Faith is Never alone.”

Charles H. Spurgeon said, 


“Although we are sure that men are NOT saved for the sake of their works, yet we are equally sure that NO man will be saved without them. True Faith is manifest only in obedience.”

So those who do believe will desire to obey, however imperfectly they may follow through at times.

Those who don’t produce this yearning to submit to His will is simple…unbelief.

When Jesus wanted to illustrate the character of saving Faith, He took a little child, stood him in the midst of the disciples, and said,

“truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. “ Matthew 18:3-4

A child is the perfect picture of obedient humility, and object lesson of saving faith.

Jesus used this illustration to teach that if we insist on retaining the privileges of adulthood. If we want to be our own boss; do our own thing, govern our own lives we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.

We need to come on the basis of Child like Faith with the humility of a child, with a willingness to surrender to Christ’s authority and obey.

Jesus said in John 10:27-28, 



27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they…what?…

 
FOLLOW ME…..

28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. “

Q. Who are the true sheep?

A. The one’s who follow!

Q. Who are the one’s who follow?

A. The one’s who are given eternal life! THE FAITHFUL!


    TRUE FAITH OBEYS…UNBELIEF REBELS

Here is where Repentance & Faith are directly tied together in the wheel.

Let me give you an EXTRA story of Redemption

Q. How many people are familiar with John 3:16?

Q. How many people in this room have studied the verses before 

              and after John 3:16?

See that’s the problem with Christianity today. We pick the Scriptures apart without studying the whole story…and we use them as “Catch Phrases.”

John 3 talks about Jesus explaining redemption to a Pharisee named Nicodemus.

Let us read John 3:1-21 
Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 3In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again. " 4"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 5Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 9"How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. 10"You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 11I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” 

John 3:7 Jesus tells Nicodemus that you must be “born again” to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Regeneration is NOT an option, but necessity.

No-One not even the most religious Pharisee is exempt from

 the divine call of new birth.

Jesus rebuked Nicodemus’ shallow faith and destroyed his system of religion by works.

He said, “No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.” John 3:13

In other words,

We could never climb to heaven and find the answer for ourselves.

The ONLY person who has that kind of access to God is the one who descended from heaven…Jesus Christ.

When Nicodemus offered No futher response, Jesus lovingly explained ‘New Birth’ and the way of salvation starting in verse 14.

Jesus chose an Old Testament illustration of Salvation, as if to underscore His rebuke to Nicodemus for Not understanding the Scriptures.

NOTE: NICODEMUS is a Pharisee.

"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life." 

(John 3:14-15)

Surely Nicodemus know the story. Why hadn't he ever understood it's truth? Numbers 21:4-9 gives the full account of the serpent in the wilderness. Let me break the story down for you...

The Israelites were wandering around having left Egypt but not yet entered the promised land. They had been complaining constantly - grumbling about the food, muttering about Moses, and whining about how bad their condition was. 

Even though God had delivered them from Egypt and provided for their daily needs they still complained! It is much like our society today!

Finally when God had enough, He sent a plague in the form of hundreds of poisonous snakes. 

The snakes overran the camp, and the rebellious people (just the rebellious people were judged, not all of them) were bitten when they realized they were dying they repented. 

They then came to Moses, asking him to intercede on their behalf. 

God in His mercy forgave them (because they repented). Again, remember forgiveness is based on repentance! 

God then told Moses to construct a pole with a bronze serpent at the top. 

He was to erect it at the center of the camp. 

The Lord then gave this promise: "...everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live." (Numbers 21:8). 

God did NOT prescribe a ritual or a chant. 

Just so, salvation does not happen by a religious ceremony. That was true when the Israelites were in the wilderness; it was true for Nicodemus; and it is true for us TODAY!

Those who reject obedience to Christ as an element of "true saving faith" claim that Jesus selected this illustration to show that faith is simply embracing the facts of the gospel.

Just one look of faith? Now is that the case? 

CERTAINLY NOT!!!

The issue is NOT of faith in the offer, but faith in the one who is lifted up! 

A more careful study of Numbers 21 reveals Jesus was NOT painting a picture of easy faith.

He was showing Nicodemus the necessity of repentance in faith.

Jesus used this illustration precisely because it challenged Nicodemus being a Pharisee. 

Nicodemus knew that story of the bronze serpent well.

As a leader of the Jewish nation, No doubt he identified with Moses. 

Jesus was showing him instead of identifying with Moses he must identify with the sinning, rebellious Israelites. 

Nicodemus know the helpless state of the Israelites for whom the bronze serpent was erected. 

They were sinful, defiant rebel's, against God. They had been judged, and they were dying. 

They came to Moses in absolute shame, and repentance saying, "And the people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people." (Numbers 21:7). 

Undoubtedly, many were already sick and dying, and fast losing strength.

They were in NO position to glance flippantly at the pole and then proceed living in rebellion to God. 

It is noteworthy that Moses records no further occurrence of the rebellion that had brought about this judgment. They turned to God in desperation and with genuine repentance. 

See the issue was their sin. 

Jesus was challenging this great teacher of the Law, Nicodemus, to acknowledge that he had been bitten by the great serpent, Satan, and that he needed to come to the Lord in Faith and Repentance for salvation!!! 

This concept would have destroyed a Pharisee. It cut to the core of his self-righteousness. 

Jesus was far from giving Nicodemus an illustration of easy-believism. 

Our Lord established a painful condition for Nicodemus's salvation. 

He must acknowledge his sinfulness and repent. Then he must faithfully trust in Jesus to save him. 

The illustration of the bronze serpent also pictured Jesus' death as a price for salvation. 

Just as Moses lifted up the serpent, so the son of man would be lifted up on a pole - the cross of the crucifixion. 

The word "must" in John 3:14 is significant. Christ had to die! "Without the shedding of blood, there is not forgiveness" (Hebrews 9:22). 

God's sacrificial system demanded a blood atonement for sin. 

"The wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). 

Someone must die to pay the price of sin! 

That truth lead into what is undoubtedly the most familiar passage in all of scripture. 

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life."

What does it mean to "believe" in Jesus Christ? 

It means more than accepting and affirming the truth of who he is and believing what he says. 

REAL FAITH has it's heart at the willingness to obey. 

Jesus does not allow for "faith" that gives lip service to the truth and then goes ahead in sin.

John 3:20-21 says, "For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God."

 Verse 36 goes even further, equating disobedience with unbelief. "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him."

The test of true faith is that it does produce obedience and fruit (good works) will be the evidence of this obedience to the Lord and savior Jesus Christ. It is more than "just believe" in Jesus and you will be saved!

The direction of one’s life should reveal whether a person is a believer or unbeliever.

Those who cling to the memory of a one-time decision of “faith” but lack any evidence of the outworking faith had better heed to Scripture:

“He who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  John 3:36

3) Faith Requires Trust & Knowledge

We must put a personal trust in Jesus at the forefront of our faith

It is not just a belief in the facts about Christ. It involves a personal trust in Christ. 

"Trust" is a better word to us in our contemporary culture than the word "faith" or "belief." 

The reason is that we can "believe" something to be true with no personal commitment or dependence. 

Although the Christian faith is not based purely on evidence, it is definitely supported by evidence.

Faith is not about turning off the brain and merely relying on the heart, or squashing reason in favor of emotion.

It is NOT a "blind-faith" as I once thought....it is a "calculated-faith" based on a preponderance of the evidence. 

Ok now what? I intellectually believe, by a preponderance of the evidence that God exists, that the Bible is true, and that Jesus is the son...How does this affect me? What is true faith, as far as it concerns me... 

Ok now what? I intellectually believe, by a preponderance of the evidence, that God exist, that the Bible is true, and that Jesus is the Son…


Q. How does this affect me? What is Faith, as far as it concerns me?

I love the Metaphor of a chair

Find a chair closets to you.

Look at it closely.

Examine its design. Is it structurally sound?

Is it sufficiently engineered?

Will the materials chosen by the manufacturer support your weight?

Most likely, you picked a chair that you believe will support your weight. That’s belief. You applied logic, knowledge and experience to make an informed intellectual decision.

Now sit in the chair…That is Faith!

At one point, intellect only goes so far. True faith requires that we put our beliefs into action.

Use Parachute Analogy 

To put your faith in Jesus Christ is to personally trust in Jesus the same way you'd trust in a parachute to save you if you had to jump 25,000 feet out of an airplane. You wouldn't just hold on to the parachute because you believe in it; you would put it on!!! In the same way, the Bible says, "Put on the Lord Jesus Christ..." (Romans 13:14) and you will be saved.
There are millions of people who "believe" Jesus exists and that He is God...but they have not put on the Savior...they have not trusted in Him...there is a BIG difference. And the difference will be obvious when you "jump" through the door of death.
Listen to this story... 

Have you ever heard about the guy who walked a tight rope across Niagara falls? Many people watched him do it. To them he asked, "Do you believe I can walk a tight rope across the falls?" 

They replied, "Yes." They had already seen him do it. 

Then he pushed a wheel barrow on a tight rope across Niagara falls. When he completed the feat, he asked the on lookers, "Do you believe I can walk a tight rope across the falls pushing a wheel barrow?" To that they replied unanimously, "Yes!" because they saw him do that too.

Finally a buddy of the tight rope walker climbs into the wheel barrow and the tight rope walker pushes him across the falls! 

WOW...WHAT A DARING FEAT! When he is finished, the tight rope walker asked the crowd, "Do you believe I can walk a tight rope across the falls pushing a wheel barrow with a person in it?" To that they exclaimed, "YES!! YES!!!" For they were now believers in this guy's abilities.

Q. If you were there and had seen this guy in person complete these feats would you believe he could do it again? 

Then he looked at the crowd and asked, "WHO'S NEXT?" 

There you have it...belief and then faith!!

BREAK

View Lesson #6 Video (Part #1 -19 min.)

Go over first 5 questions

Good idea to learn more about evangelism is to always study the last question you were asked when witnessing that you couldn’t answer.

ROLE PLAY

Have each partner select one or more of the following (5)  questions that he is most concerned about being asked in witnessing encounters.

Take turns asking their “nightmare” questions and then listening to your partner give you the answer.

View Lesson #6 Video (Part #2 -31 min.)

ROLE PLAY

Do the same thing as before but with remaining questions.

LEADERS NOTE: Encourage everyone to review these questions on their own at home, so when they are asked they will have a confident response.

Extra Questions (time permitting)


Q. Do you think it’s important to answer people’s questions?


Q. How can you avoid being sidetracked by someone’s questions?


Q. What can you say if you don’t know the answer to a question?

For EXTRA CREDIT (remember homework is all over)

Go out intentionally to share the Gospel with someone. Take a fellow classmate along. Strength in numbers. (tiger & lions fighting)

 Extra accountability.

Go to the mall, visit a park, or just walk the street until you see someone on a bench or standing around…anyone you could engage in a conversation….remember its about having conversations not presentations.

Don’t forget…


Did you get one of these?


It’s a Gospel tract.

Do you have a Christian background?


What do you think happens after a person dies?


Do you think you’re a Good Person….WDJD  CCRAFT.

WATCH  Mormon Woman & Ephraim’s Story Video (time permitting)

For NEXT WEEK


Berean’s Assignment

Look for something that is not correct with what you have learned through this course.


Examples: 

Media materials w/ Decisional Prayer on it



“Catch-Phrase” Evangelism



Poor Gospel Message (seeker sensitive, easy believism)



Blasphemy in advertising…etc…

Read your School of Biblical Evangelism book and 

Way of the Master book at your own pace.

Continue to study evangelism & apologetics. This should just be the start of your learning about evangelism.
Close in Prayer

Repentance





FAITH








