76
14

Good Messengers Ministries Basic Evangelism Class

Lesson #5 CRAFTING THE MESSAGE

ON THE BOARD (if marker board is present)

SIX ELEMENTS OF TRUE REPENTANCE


1)


2)


3)


4)


5)


6)

OPEN IN PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Any other related announcements (varies per class)

REFLECTION TIME

10 Commandments Test  ( BACKWORDS )

Guest Speaker (If at all possible)

Homework Review

Q. What happened this past week when you handed someone a 

     Gospel Tract?

Q. What was the persons reaction?

Q. Did it start a conversation about the Lord?

Q. Where you nervous before you did it?

Q. How did you feel after word?

    Comments on Any Handouts

    School of Biblical Evang. Comments


(#15 conscience | #25 primary task | #26 fear of man | #29-30 gospel tracts)

Deeper Study Comments

 WAKE UP CALL (Paul Washer Rap 1)
Repentance (Tonight) & Faith (Next wk)       Like a Wheel / Go hand-in-hand





Repentance Explain:

Greek: “metanoia” literal meaning speaks of change of mind…a reversal of one’s thinking.

Grudem’s Systematic Theology: “Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a sincere commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ.

Layman’s Terms: To repent means to confess sin and turn away from it –to agree with God that it is wrong and to turn and go in the opposite direction.

An old soldier once summed it up this way:


“God said, ATTENTION! ABOUT FACE! QUICK MARCH!”

Mark Cahill’s Book “One Thing you Can’t Do in Heaven.”

      
…when witnessing to the lost….

     “If there is NO desire to walk away from sin, the person is NOT 

      really making a  true heart commitment to the Savior.”

Think of it this way, If a man doesn’t know what sin is, how can he repent?

What does the Bible say about Repentance?




Luke 13:3 

“No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 

 likewise perish.”


LUKE 5:31-32

“And Jesus answered them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance."




2 Corn. 7:10

“For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief 

produces death.”




Acts 3:19

“Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may

 be blotted out,”




Acts 17:30-31

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 

from the dead."




Romans 2:4

“Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience,  not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?”




2 Peter 3:9

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”

So what is True Repentance (Lets take a look at an example)


Luke 3:2-17  (Read the story to them)



“2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,  the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  'Prepare the way of the Lord,  make his paths straight.5 Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,  and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways,6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 

10And the crowds asked him, "What then shall we do?" 11And he answered them,  "Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise." 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, "Teacher,  what shall we do?" 13And he said to them, "Collect no more than you are authorized to do." 14Soldiers also asked him, "And we,  what shall we do?" And he said to them,  "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages." 

15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, "I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."


Setting the Stage

It has been thirty years since Jesus Birth has passed. The Messiah will appear on the scene about six months after John begins his ministry.

This is the time for the real work of redemption to begin which involves, of course, the Lord Jesus Christ who becomes the theme of the Gospel.

As we begin with John the Baptist who launches Jesus ministry, and as you will see John is a great model for us preaching the Gospel.

I’m not talking about his wardrobe, I don’t think God expects us to wear camel skin. I’m not talking about his diet, I don’t think we need to eat locusts and wild honey. And I’m not talking about his location, I don’t think we have to go out in the desert and expect everybody to come to us.

But I am talking about his message, because what marked John was that he was a preacher of repentance and he was a preacher of Jesus Christ.

John was a preacher of repentance. Matthew tells us in his third chapter (vs 2) that John came and said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

And Jesus came and said, “Repent.” Luke records for us in the fifth chapter that Jesus said He didn’t come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.


SO YOU SEE….REPENTANCE IS THE ISSUE!
In the thirteenth chapter of Luke (vs 3-5) Jesus said if you don’t repent you’ll perish.

And as we go through these verses we really will see the essence of Gospel preaching, and it is a great model of how we are to preach. John is a wonderful example of preaching repentance.

It is absolutely critical today because there is such a tendency today to downplay repentance, to shrink repentance down to a minimal level, we face a tremendous amount of false repentance, shallow repentance, and non-saving superficial repentance. 

You hear people, “Accept Jesus as your personal Savior.”

· As if you were sitting in the seat of sovereignty and you were going to give Jesus the privilege of being accepted by you!

You hear people say, “Well, you need to make a decision for Christ.”

· As if the salvation decision was yours and not His!

See those kind of statements subtly change the focus of the Gospel,

and they change it subtly away from repentance.


(We will talk more about false “Catch Phrases” later)

What the sinner needs to do is NOT accept Jesus Christ or make a decision for Christ, but to repent and cry out and ask Jesus Christ to accept him in spite of his sin.

Let’s get back to our story of John the baptist.

One of the things that hits us immediately when we read about John is his lack of any kind of effort to win them over w/smooth talk.

In fact, he is harsh, very harsh saying things like, 

“You brood of Vipers.”

Or saying things like, “The ax is already laid at the root of the trees, every tree therefore that doesn’t bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

This is a strong approach, but I don’t think that John was without love or without affection for the people, but he was clear to the message.

And that is the issue, CLARITY, and Straight-forwardness marks Johns message.

Looking at this passage John gives us SIX Elements of True Repentance. Lets go through them.

1) True Repenter’s Reflect on Personal Sin.

(vs 4) is the voice of one crying. John is the voice, and why is he crying? Well, he’s out there in the wilderness and he’s crying “Make ready the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

John is the forerunner of the Messiah, he’s saying get ready, Do the necessary preparation, the Messiah is coming!
What he is talking about here is HEART PREPARATION!

True Repentance requires a complete, full admission of one’s sinfulness…depth, and height and length and breath! That is essential to real repentance.

Sin must be recognized and reflected upon in one’s own life.

That is why Jesus, has us use the Law to plow the heart to make way for the Gospel!

2) Also Need to Recognized Divine Wrath

(vs.7) “you brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”

Now why does John do that? He wants them to do a honest heart-searching of their sin.  He wants them to reflect on their personal iniquity. He wants them to see their sin at its depth, its height, its length and breadth.

He wants them to do that HONESTLY. So naturally he warns them about Divine Wrath. 

You better deal with your sin because it has immense consequences.

Lets look at some Scripture that talks about Divine Wrath…





Romans 2:5

“But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.”





John 3:36

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”





Eph. 5:6 

“Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”





1 Thes.1:10

“and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”





1 Thes. 5:9
“For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,”





Romans 1:18

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”

· God’s wrath is crucial to who He is. If He had NO righteous anger, He would NOT be God. Apart from His wrath, the concept of His love is rendered meaningless.

True repentance comes out of the fear of Divine Wrath. This motivates it.

The wrath to come is speaking of final eternal judgment. Jesus made that a theme of His preaching. He preached more on Hell than he did on heaven.

And one of the things that we must preach when you preach for true repentance is the seriousness, the eternality and the suffering of eternal HELL.

That does mean start preaching “Hell-Fire Preaching!”


With “Hell” fire preaching we bring fear filled converts.

With the “Law” we break the hard-heart and bring tear filled converts.

            Wrath of God Video

3) Reject Religious Ritual

The Jews were so used to a ritual approach (much like the Catholics today) to religion. They used to believe they could somehow make themselves right with God by formal prayers, alms-giving (tithing), religious ceremonies (communion, going to church, etc) or even sacrifices (lent, fasting,etc). 

They believed they could get right with God through these various rituals.

So these Jews came down to the water and tried to escape the wrath of God by being baptized. Which is another common belief today that without being baptized you can’t be saved.

(vs8) he says, “You better bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance.”

In other words, it isn’t going to do you any good being baptized. That’s NOT what God is looking for.

There is NO Right. There is NO Ceremony. There is NO Ritual. There is NO Baptism that can save anybody!

In other words, John says if the repentance is real it will show up in your conduct….it will show up in your behavior. It will show up in your attitudes. It will show up in your actions.

John says, “Let’s see the fruit…Let’s see the fruit!!!”
Is your Repentance Real? The let’s see it manifested in your life!

If Repentance is real, listen to this, it is the work of God.

Repentance doesn’t occur in a vacuum, it occurs in the environment of regeneration. It shows up in new attitude in new conduct.

In other words,…You want to Repent? Then let’s see the work of god in that Repentance in your life!

When God is doing the work, when God the Father is drawing and when He is doing the work of conversion, transformation, new birth, regeneration, the repentance is going to show up in a changed life!

4) Renounce Ancestry, Family Ancestry.

Salvation is NOT genetic!

(vs 8) John points out, “and do NOT begin to say to yourselves, ‘we have Abraham as our Father.”

These people were Jewish. They were basing their eternal hope on their genes. They were Abraham’s offspring. They were people of promised blessing. They were the people who were promised the land, and blessing, and a kingdom.

What John is saying to them & us is….

The fact that you may have been raised in a Christian family doesn’t make you a Christian.  The fact that you have gone to church your whole life doesn’t mean you are saved from God’s wrath. 

The fact that you may have been baptized doesn’t secure your salvation either.

Think back to Lesson #1…Remember the ‘Rich man that died and went to Hell.”   (Luke 16)

He says, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me….” (vs 24)

Q. Now what does that tell you……? 

A. He was JEWISH!

Heritage doesn’t save you!

5) You must be Spiritually Transformed

(vs 9) And here’s another warning, “Even now the Ax is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

Johns says, “I just want to remind you that God is READY to do the judgment.”

SIDE NOTE: Q. Why does God hold back the Ax?


Notice: The tree is NOT immediately cut down, or destroyed, but its given extra time or grace.


Many often miss their season of opportunity. Its our job to show them that… by preaching a Biblical Gospel message of Repentance to them.


How does someone Repent without understanding their sin, and how do you understand your sin apart from the Law?

Q. So why does God delay His wrath?

A. 
 Isaiah 48:9

"For my name’s sake I defer my anger (wrath),
for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you,
that I may not cut you off.”

God acts in reference to His own Glory, in order to show us His loving-kindness, perfection, holiness, praise, grace and mercy.

He doesn’t cut us off right away because He wants to show us His forbearance and long-suffering.

There is NO other reason why God should save a man, but for His name sake.

God’s motive was love….


John 3:16

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”




Romans 5:7-8

“For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

God has already walked out to the orchard. He’s already surveyed the trees and He’s laid the ax down against one of the trees,

HE’S READY TO DO THE JUDGMENT!

And if He looks at your tree and there are Not any elements of fruit on the tree, then the Ax is going to be laid at the root of the tree and the tree, then being chopped down, is going to be thrown into the fire.

The fire is the eternal judgment. HELL!

Look at Jonah 3:10, “When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. “

Look carefully at the verse from Jonah. How did God evaluate the Ninevite’s repentance? By their deeds! It is not that He read their thoughts, or heard their prayers, though an omniscient God certainly could have seen the reality of their repentance that way. But He looked for their righteous work. The fruit!
And so John Reminds them….

You can almost hear God say,….”Look, either you repent a real true repentance manifested in fruit. If I don’t see that. Its not enough for you to scramble down here and get through the water and think that your Abrahamic ancestry and your Ritual and your Remorse about sin is enough, there has to be an indication of hatred of sin and love of righteousness that shows up in a changed behavior, which indicates regeneration. And if it’s not there, if the fruits are NOT there, the Ax IS COMING DOWN and the tree goes in the fire!”
Look…John preaches to the Jews a STRONG message of judgment on individuals.

This now creates questions for the Jews.. and in verse 10 it starts some dialogue.

You can almost here the Jews… “We don’t want the Ax to fall, we don’t want to be thrown into Hell, so what do we do? What does God want to see?”

(vs 12-14) John points out that repentance will produce fruit works of love.

The greatest commandment is to love your Lord God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.

But the second commandment is to love your neighbor as yourself, and the Jews knew this verse as well.

John was pointing them to show their love for God by how they loved their neighbors.

John was just saying what Jesus said to His disciples in John 13,

“All men will know that you’re my disciples if you have…what?…


….Love for one another.”

Such works are the expression of a true heart of repentance, and a real conversion, and a real work of regeneration.

Please Note: These works are NOT a means of Salvation, as the Pharisees wrongly teach, but they are the effect of that Salvation.

There’s one thing missing. And the one thing missing is the sixth and final element in a True Gospel preachers arsenal ….

6) It is Faith in the true Messiah Jesus Christ.

Acts 4:12 says, 

“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."

Right!



That will be our theme for next week… FAITH IN JESUS!

BREAK

View Lesson #5 Video (35 minutes)

Role Play



Use “Quick Reference Cards, and Ice breakers.”

Washer Rap 2 Video (time permitting)
Go Over Final Homework Assignment

Final Announcements
Close in Prayer




REPENTANCE








FAITH








