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Good Messengers Ministries Basic Evangelism Class

Lesson #1 Cultivating a Compassion for the Lost
Hand out “The Choice” when students come in. Have them fill out

OPEN IN PRAYER

Introduction about Course

Class is about declaring, preaching living truth. “Solo Scriptura” = Scripture 

Alone. About presenting a Biblical Truth in the Gospel Message. 

Teaching Biblical Principles - NOT TECHNIQUES.

Be good Bereans search the scriptures

Kids in class MUST behave or can’t come back   (some adults too)

Must complete 6 classes to get certificate

Talk about GMM briefly

Guest Speaker (if present)

          Course will change your life (tell some stories)

Cover Course

Binder / Books /  Track pk / Bible

First and second class is open to others to try out. Children can attend they can behave.


What happens if you miss a class lesson



[options | www.goodmessengers.org/coursematerials.htm]


   (website is NOT a substitute of taking this in a group)


Name / Phone / Email on Sheet


Homework only 5 wks (get out what you put in) Break out is mandatory.

Share (optional depending on time and class size)

Go around room briefly share who you are and why you have come to this class. What are you hoping to accomplish by taking this course?

Tonight will be convicting. Explain

Wake-Up Call (Explain wake-up call videos shown each wk)


Show 9-11 Video  (Life, Joy, Peace, happiness gospel)

9-11





       2,575 dead

2004 Tsunami   



43,000 missing | 283,000 dead

2005 Katrina



       1,836 dead

1931 Yellow River Flood China
3,700,000 dead

150,000 people die every day (2 people every second)


Every course tragedy seems to hit home



Classmate die (john stromberger)



Classmates sister (Jayleen Kloth)



Classmates brother (Cranor)



Young boy friend of family cancer (beilfuss)

Questions

Q. How many of you have been witness to by a Christian? How many times in your lifetime?

        Q. How many of you have been witness to by a Jeh. Wit or Morman group?

Q. How many of you have specific people that you want to witness to but are afraid or don’t know how? (Raise your hands)… or maybe you are waiting for the right time or them to come to you?

Q. What percentage of Christians actively share their faith (A. 2%)



Stats of Christians Believers




64% believe moral truth dep. On situation

60% believe male/female co-habitation outside of marriage is acceptable



55% believe a “good person” can earn his/her salvation



44% believe Jesus committed sins while on earth

80-90% college falling away from the faith…why?




Not presenting a Biblical Gospel




False Converts filling the churches




Use cliches, tag lines, evang. as marketing for churches




#1 NOT reading the Word of God (Bible)

Q. What do you think are the main reasons the vast majority of Christians 
don’t share their faith?


(A. fear, lack of knowledge, resentment or persecution, zeal)

Zeal for the Lord is probably the biggest reason. Lets look at Scripture…

“…for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” –Matt. 12:34

Explain: Where you heart for the Lord is…is your compassion for the Lost! Jesus came to seek and save what?……the Lost!

Great Commission  

Matt. 28:18-20



The last thing Jesus commissioned us was to “make” disciples.



Making “followers” of Jesus. Explain: Make disciples vs discipling.


       

(discipling is also important) 

Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

Mark 16:15

“And he said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim (some versions say preach) the gospel to the whole creation.” 

Question I often think of. When I stand before God and He says, “Welcome good and faithful servant, but where are the ‘disciples’ [followers] that I asked you to bring to me?”

We have things mixed-up. 

What are you personally doing to advance the kingdom of God?

You don’t have to be a street evangelist, or open-air-preacher but are you sharing Christ with those around you? Are you sharing Christ at all?
· Keep eternity in view!

· Refocus life goals! 

· Refocus your zeal and compassion for Jesus and what He is concerned with / reaching the lost!

· Be a part of God’s Plan…this is missions!

Charles Spurgeon said,

“Your one business in life is to lead men to believe in Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. Every other thing should be made subservient to this one objective.”

Do you live your life that way?

Do you live w/eternity in view? Seeking to save the lost!


Is there a…

· gift of feeding starving children

· gift of Bible reading

· gift of tithing

· gift of worship

· gift of service

· gift of prayer

someone can be gifted in these areas but there is no such thing as a gift in these areas!

· IS NO GIFT of EVANGELISM.

ITS ALL ABOUT OBEDIENCE or DISOBEDIENCE!

Raise Hands to this question:

Q. How many people in this room would feel comfortable going out on the streets and witnessing?

Q. Now, how many of you would do it if I paid you $100 per witnessing

Conversation?

Show Money Challenge Video

Question:

Q. How do you witness to an unbeliever? What do you say? What don’t you say?

VIDEO INTRODUCTION:

The following video segment we are about to watch is designed to steer us toward an empathy that will compel us to reach out to the unsaved. As you watch the video, pay careful attention to the heartbreaking story of the firefighter and be sure to make a judgment about what his punishment should be.

Watch Firefighter Video (aprox. 30 min)


Any comments about video.

Break (10min) if needed

Teaching Biblical Principles / Not Techniques. Its about having conversations with people not presentations with people.

In our ignorance we can be to quick to console sinners, when we shouldn’t be afraid to make them tremble before God. 

“And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,” Heb. 9:27

“because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." Acts 17:31

Do you love your enemies (not just friends & family) enough to be troubled by the fact that they will go to HELL forever if they die in their sins?!?

Lets look at Judgment Day & Hell in Rev. 20:11-14.

Judgment Before the Great White Throne

“11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13And the sea gave up the dead who were in it,  Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.”

RICH MAN & LAZARUS

Luke 16:19-31     The Rich Man and Lazarus
(Lets look at the Rich man in Hades!)

First, the man in hades was fully conscious immediately after death.

- Memory, speaking, pain and bliss all of these were part of his experience.

“Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue; for I am in agony in this flame.” vs 24

· Perpetually burning lusts will never subside. There will be increased desire with decreased satisfaction.

   The alcoholic will thirst for a drop of liquor, but none will be given to him. The drug addict will crave a shot of heroin, but will not receive it. The immoral man will burn with sexual desire, but never be satisfied.

Second, the etrnal destiny of this man was irrevocably fixed.

· Whereas the relatives on earth can leave a funeral home, go out for dinner, and plan a vacation, their friend in hades (explain hades vs purgatory) is confined, without the possibility of escape.

     “Between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, in order that those who wish to come over from here to you may not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us” vs 26

· As M.R. DeHann put it, “Once we have passed through the door of death we can’t pick up our suitcase and move out because we don’t like the accommodation.”

· In hades there is torture, isolation, boredom, and triviality. No challenges can be undertaken; no goals set; no pleasures sampled.

Third, this man knew himself well enough to know that what he was experiencing was fair and just.

· In hades his entire life was present to him; his transfer into the nether world did not diminish, but only heightened, his self-awareness.


-He begged Abraham to send Lazarus back to his father’s house, 

“for I have five brothers- that he may warn them, least they also come to this place of torment.” Vs 28

· He complains about the pain, but does not complain about the injustice. 

· He also knew exactly what his brothers would have to do if they were to avoid his own fate. Incredibly, the man suddenly becomes interested in missions! Apparently, even in hades there is compassion, a natural human concern about the fate of those who are loved.

Q. Which leads to a question, “What is the one thing you CAN NOT do after you die?
Answer: Evangelize! Share Christ!!!

· Abraham said no, because they had Moses and the Prophets, this man replied, “No, Father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!” vs 30

· Abraham’s answer is instructive. “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the dead.” vs 31

How true! Look at how many today here of Christ story and even though the evidence for His resurrection is overwhelming, many men and women still don’t believe. When Christ told this story, He had not yet been put to death and resurrected.


Not even a spectacular “sign,” like one returning from the dead, can change those whose hearts are set against God’s Word, as the response of many to the resurrection of Jesus was to show.

As the saying goes, “A man convinced against his will is of the same opinion still.”

Remember when sharing your faith, that when rejected the unbeliever is NOT rejecting you but rather they are rejecting Christ!

Here are a few implications from this story:

1) This is a true story (told by Christ) and not a parable as some  commentaries say.  Vs 19 says, “There was a rich man…”

2) Before we die we have life and death choices to make that have eternal consequences. 

3) Not all will except Christ. Even the Law, Prophecy or a resurrected body will not bring them to Christ.

------------------- END The Rich Man and Lazarus
A great deal of damage has been done to the cause of the gospel because misguided Christians have told the world that they will go to “hell” because they don’t “believe” in Jesus. 

James 2:19 says, 

“You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!”

Explain the term “Easy Believism”

THE CHOICE (handout from the start of class)


Q. Which gift did you choose?

Before you decide here’s some information that will help you make the wisest choice:

You have to jump 30,000 ft out of an airplane. 

Now what is your choice?

-Parachute (only gift that will help with your dilemma) 

-Other items have value but not when it comes to facing the law of gravity, and if we are true and faithful witnesses we need to tell everyone they will have to jump.

Use Airplane Example

We hold them out of the plane for a while. Show them they have to jump and face God.

If a man jumps out of a plane without a parachute, he will perish because he has transgressed the law of gravity. Had he put on the parachute and trusted in it, he would have been saved.

In one sense, he perished because he didn’t put on the parachute. But the primary reason he died was that he broke the law of gravity.

“ For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be) known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.”  Romans 1:18-23

This verse is often an answer for those who ask… what about those people in the deepest jungles who have never heard of God.

Judgment has already been placed on humanity. Humanity stands condemned already!

“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.” John 3:18

Just Think About it….

Q. Who are the people whose salvation you are most concerned about? Take a moment to think what will happen to them without Christ? What are you going to do about it?

TODAY IS THE DAY TO MAKE A CHANGE!

Write a Letter to God


Write a letter to God. Say something like, “These are my hopes and desires for this course. This is what I am afraid of and this is what I am hoping you’ll do in me.” You may also want to put down who you want to reach out to.

Put them in the envelope provided. Seal it. Put your Name on the front. No one is going to read it. Turn it in. You will get it back at the end of the course.

Go Over Homework Lessons

Remind the Class of what to do if they miss a lesson 

We are in a spiritual battle. Things will pop-up to keep you away from the next lesson, and its an IMPORTANT ONE! REAL IMPORTANT!

Go home pray, repent, pray to get involved in reaching the lost. 

Some have taken this course and even realized they weren’t saved to begin with. If that is you…I would love to talk with you after class.

SHOW LOVE FOR GOD VIDEO

    Stress again Zeal for Lord Compassion for the lost!
TAKE GROUP PHOTO

CLOSE IN PRAYER

